Reviews – May/June 2008
Big Dave – Leicestershire

Awesome Linedancing

My Dance of the Month 
Too Deep (Scott Blevins)
Important Note : The scores below  are my own assessment – They take into account class feedback/reaction – But ultimately they are my own view – To see the class scores check out my Dances Taught pages & see a rating out of 5 from the dancers themselves – We agree most times – But not always !!
Stronger (Maggie Gallagher)

Sanna Nielsen (Strong)

Intermediate

Dance 9 Music 8

32/4

Cool pop dance from Maggie  - A hit when released at her Stirling event & the week after too with me in Pennsylvania – A Reel Thing sorth of dance, with a really new/neat heel/spin move at the beginning – Quite a tester –------------- Taught Maggie’s Never A Thought & Need No Other myself at JG2 – Never A Thought was well received at Tucson too – And back at JG2 John Robinson taught Irish Spirit & Lou Anne Could It Be You – All popular teaches – Did I mention that we danced Until The End at Frank & Ro’s social in Baltimore – That was a blast from the popular past – Loads up doing it !!! (
Cry For You (Kate Sala)

September (Cry For You)

Intermediate

Dance 8 Music 8
64/4

Cool pop dance from Kate – Fire On Ice seems to have the edge just now & rightly so, but this one is a neat beaty dance too – Taught it at a workshop in Pennsylvania & it was really well received – Really cool knee pop sequence in the middle is the hook for me ……….. Looking forward to trying Kate/Daan’s new funky/advanced one Speed Up.
Like A Hero (Robbie M. Hickie)

Charlotte Perrelli (Hero) 

Intermediate

Dance 9 Music 9

64/2

The best of Robbie’s latest for me – Ready To Go is going well too but the Mainline class really enjoyed this one, as did the gang at the Scotland MaggieG weekend at the beginning of May – And then so to the Pennsylvania workshop the week after – I wanted to teach it at JG2 but they needed something easier/country for the schedule – And I ran out of time at my Tucson workshop – Really nice dance & great pop track – I really like the cool cross/hold/heel-jack/rock sequence in the middle – And the tag !! ( ………….. Going to try Robbie’s Count To 3 next.
That’s The Day (Dee Musk)

Emerson Drive (A Boy Becomes A Man)

Intermediate

Dance 10 Music 10

32/2

A big hit teach for me in Pennsylvania & Tucson – And for Dee at JG2 – This is a lovely flowing Mainline Nightclub to an awesome country track – Just works well all the way through for me – Love it – I especially like the 2nd tag/restart which just works the break/restart in the music so well – It reminds me of Where We’ve Been.
Gotta Hitch (Francien Sittrop)

Kreesha Turner (Bounce)

Intermediate

Dance 9 Music 9

64/4

Much like Francien’s So Glamorous, a dance that will be appreciated by both Mainline & Newline dances – This was already getting some great feedback as I was leaving the UK early May, so I learned it to teach at my Tucson workshop on the Friday & they really enjoyed it (So Glamorous too on the Saturday) – It’s a really catchy track & the dance moves along with neat syncopation & some great style – I think it was Graham & Kathy who reported it as a ‘Cherry Poppin’ style of dance & I think that’s spot on – It’s a great pop Mainline sort of dance with a scattering of funky Newline moves – My Newline head likes the kick/turn sequence at the beginning & the Dip/Heel/Hitch bit – And my Mainline head loves the Charlston/Lock-Step finish …………. A few did the jumps, but most went for the alternative I used, which is Touch R Together/Run-Back R/L !! (
Higher & Higher (Max Perry)
Michael McDonald (Higher & Higher)
Beginner
Dance 10 Music 10
32/4
Easy awesome feel-good dance which was a hit for Max at JG2 – And everyone just loved it at my Tucson workshop the week after – We had a mixed crowd & I used this one as my first warm up teach & it was a huge hit – I’d highly recommend this dance for any beginner/improver class – Trust me !! ( Love the switches/heels/kick-Out-Out/cross section ………….. Max released a really neat intermediate one at JG2 called Take It To The Heard– It’s phrased with a mix of Nightclub & Cha-Cha in it & was very well received there – Just in passing Cato’s Am I was a huge hit too – That’s a lovely smooth rumba.
Duck Soup (Frank Trace)

Shelby Lynne (Restless)

Beginner

Dance 10 Music 10

32/4

This is an awesome beginner dance too – Another from JG2 that was popular – I did this one after Higher & Higher to follow up with an easy but country one & they really enjoyed this one too – It’s a great East Coast Swing & you can have great fun with the Boogie Walks in particular – Another I’d highly recommend especially if your beginners enjoy country – Another good traditional country one that I’m going to do is Steve Lescarbeau’s Wagon Wheel (Jeremy McComb) which was another hit JG2 teach.
Good Time Jackson (Dan Albro)

Alan Jackson (Good Time)

Intermediate

Dance 10 Music 10

48/4

AJ – My hero – Had to do a dance to this track but which one ? – Well I know there are a few to pick from & maybe some of them are as good or better even (I don’t know I’ve not looked), but I just liked the look of this one at JG2 & decided to do it with the Tucson workshop – It flows really well with the music & I really enjoyed doing it --------- If you’re a country fan & not already doing something to this track give it a go – AJ’s the man – And Dan’s written a cool dance in my book !! (  I especially like the lunge/hip bumps at the beginning, the x3 shuffles sequence & the side/claps at the end – And for something completely different !!, remember Dan’s Syncopated Love hit – Quite a few remembered that one & we need to bring that one back for another round in the UK – Not done it for ages.
Freedom Feels Like Lonely (Peter & Alison)

Joe Nichols (Freedom Feels Like Lonely)

Intermediate

Dance 9 Music 9

56/2

Shaz had taught this at our Mainline class whilst I was away & said that they loved it, so this was another I learned to teach at the Tucson workshop – It’s a lovely country cha cha – A classic P&A country cha cha – Really cool weave back & turn sequence in the middle - Tucson had not done P&A’s Catch The Rain, one of my own favourites right now, which went really well too.
My Veronica (Peter & Alison)

Barbados (Veronica)

Easy Intermediate 

Dance 8 Music 8

64/4

Another new P&A one I learned for my travels – This one a nice easy one for the Pennsylvania workshop & again it seemed to be well received – A real feel-good bouncy rumba sort of track that should be a hit at many a Mainline class – I like the double rumba box start & the monterey finish ……….. It’s a My New Life sort of dance – But different !!! (
Too Deep (Scott Blevins)

Duran Duran (Skin Divers)

Intermediate

Dance 10 Music 10

32/4

A classic 32/4 Scott dance much like Feed The Fetish which was a big hit at JG2 as you’d expect & the first of 3 Newline style dances that I learned for the Tucson Friday workshop which was billed as a Higher-Intermediate/Advanced session – Probably the hit teach of the day & a must for all Newline classes & Scott fans – Like Feed The Fetish it’s a dance that modern/mainline classes should give a chance too – Neat learn/rock sequence into a jazz/cross-shuffle sequence – And then cool pop-walks & a pony walk – Tricky ending to keep you thinking but then a really easy ‘Electric Slide’ tag that leaves you plenty of scope to be cool !!! ( ………… Just got to master Keep It Real now, Scott’s other new one, which M.T.Groove taught to our Wednesday Newliners last week – Another classic Break Free Cha sort of dance.

Sing It Back (Paul McAdam)

Moloko (Sing It Back)

Intermediate

Dance 8 Music 9

32/4

The 2nd new one I leaned for the Tucson Friday – Paul’s latest – And one that shows they don’t have to be hard to be good or cool – This one reminded me of his West Coast dance I’m Moving On which I taught back at Worlds & was really pleased to see is still being danced (We did it at Pennsylvania, JG2 & Tucson !! () ………… It’s just cool – Check it out – Funky Tucson liked it ( ………… Paul’s dances Phenomenon, Bring It …… And Crazy Foot Mambo are all huge floor fillers in the States – Cry To Me still too – Awesome stuff.
All This Talk (Andrew Long)

Colby O’Donis (What You Got)

Intermediate

Dance 9 Music 10

32/4

Learned this one from Maurice at JG2 – Had already heard good things about it from Florida from Carol Craven & I really did enjoy the dance – As with Sing It Back, another example of a good, cool but relatively easy smooth funky dance – Got some good ‘attitude’ moves in it like the ball/cross/turn beginning & the rock/drag ending – A cool turning sequence & some more traditional wizard steps too – Neat dance – Normally I just stick with one dance per track, but I am looking at doing Will Craig’s dance What You Got with my Wednesday Newline class back home because it’s a 64 count one.
The Smell Of Your Sweet Perfume (Simon Ward) 
David Cook (Billy Jean) 
72/2 Intermediate/Advanced 
Music 9 Dance 9 

Saw this one taught & danced in the States for the first time at a couple of events & it was huge - The 'dance of the moment' for sure - Taught I to the Newline crowd & they loved it - It's also a dance that I think Intermediate/Mainline waltz fans will love too - And that certainly was the experience in the States. The dance flows really well & is sort of like a harder, faster & longer Midnight Waltz with a twist at the end - Literally - Two really cool full turn spirals (The hardest part of the dance which you can easily simplify) - The step/brush/hook sequence is also cool - Going to be a floor-filler for sure - It already is in the States, but unlike Doors Of Life (for some reason), I'm sure this one will travel well across the pond. It's a shame Simon can't make it to the World Masters - We were looking forward to seeing him again in the UK.

Keep It Real (Scott Blevins) 
Mya (Real Compared To What) 
Phrased Intermediate/Advanced 
Music 9 Dance 10 

Another 'masterpiece' from Scott written so cleverly to the track - Makes for tricky phrasing but the music does tell you well once you've done it a few times & the steps themselves are not that hard - Really cool though - A Break Free Cha sort of dance - An 8&1 A/B cha cha - A must do dance for all Scott fans & Newline dancers - It really is worth the effort !! :-) - Looking forward to seeing Scott at the World Masters in August & after than along side Paul & Guyton at our Leeds Newline weekend in September.

Boo-Taaay (Amy Spencer) 
Pitbull (Move, Shake, Drop) 
32/4 Intermediate 
Music 10 Dance 9 

When you look at the sheet you think twice because there is not much too it & the tag looks silly - When you see a full dance floor giving it some cool styling to an awesome funky track you really do get a 'wow' kick - That's the way it was for me anyway - Saw it for the first time live at JG2 & it really did look good - M.T.Groove taught it whilst I was away & I caught up with it when I got back - Really enjoyed dancing it & having fun with styling - Yeh the tag is still silly (So is Scott's Electric Slide one in Too Deep !!) but it it's different & fun - The whole thing is easy funky fun, so if you are into the funky Newline experience check it out for sure - Love the beginning - Shake/shake/drop which goes so well with the music - The sheet just says jump but for styling you need to sort of collapse/drop your body/bend your knees a bit as you land - It is a Fuego/Gyrate sort of dance but easier.

When I Cry (Maria Hunt) 
Raul Malo (It Only Hurts Me When I Cry) 
48/2 Beginner/Intermediate 
Music 8 Dance 8 
This one is a nice easy following one - Good for Improvers - And an easy one for Intermediates for a chance - I don't like to use the word - But this one is 'cute' & was really well received by all the Improver/Intermediates - Just a bunch of traditional steps that flow well with the track that you can sing along too (It sounds like the Deans !! :-) - I especially like end sequence of kick-ball-cross/sailor turn/touches/out-out at the end - Really neat - And whilst the sheet would have you hold for 3 at the end you do find yourselves doing something !! :-) Neat too the way you repeat the end sequence for a big finish.

  

Diamonds (Kim Ray) 
Marilyn Monroe (Diamonds Are A Girls Best Friend) 
Music 8 Dance 10 
Just great fun - A classic track remix - And a cool dance with a big finish finale, that makes it more like a routine than a dance - Class really enjoying it - Top marks to our Rising Star choreographer Kim for working a dance so well to this one - Kim's got some good dances out just now - Inside Out, a lovely nightclub, is especially popular.

Gimme A Chance (Maggie Gallagher)
Mark Medlock (Gimme A Chance)

96/2 Intermediate 
Music 10 Dance 10

Another great track from Mark Medlock – And Maggie’s done an awesome job with a lovely flowing waltz with lots of new & interesting moves – I especially like the Back/Ronde & the Sailor/Turn sequences – A big hit teach by Maggie at its Newcastle release, by me at Torquay the week after – And with the Mainline class too – Don’t let the 96 counts put you off – It’s not as bad as it sounds with a number of holds to counter the speed of the track & a few ‘repeat’ sequences – I’m not a big waltz fan, but I love this one – It’s as good as The Smell Of Your Sweet Perfume – And special thanks to Maggie for writing it especially for my Newcastle birthday weekend -
Another waltz I really like the look of is Francien Sittrop’s In God’s Hands – Check that one out too.
Wagon Wheel (Steve Lescarbeau)
Jeremy McComb (Wagon Wheel)
32/4 Improver/Easy Intermediate 
Music 10 Dance 9 
A really cool/catchy country track & a traditional dance ideal for Improvers (Thru Easy-Intermediate) – The class really enjoyed this one – And we had fun with the challenge for them of doing the ¾ Unwind, which is also a really neat move in the dance – Worth the effort to progress their dancing for sure, whilst at the same time keeping it traditional & country – Spot on.

The Rain Came Down (Teresa & Vera)
Mark Brown (The Journey Continues)

64/4 Intermediate 
Music 6 Dance 8
Was not sure about doing a dance to an ‘advert’ track – A track which I’m not keen especially !! ….. But this dance has become very popular here in the Midlands, UK & I was asked to teach it – The dance as ever from T&V is neat & flows really well with the track & the class really enjoyed it – I just hope that the music grows on me !! ( I especially like the tricky double Heel/Ball/Cross move.
Cheeky Cha (Robbie M. Hickie & Kate Sala)
DJ Bobo (Let The Games Begin)

32/4 Easy Intermediate 
Music 9 Dance 8

A catchy 8&1 cha cha beat – This dance is along the lines of Not Like That & although it’s not as good as that one, it is still a really neat dance which the class enjoyed doing & should be just as popular as his recent hit cha cha Did You Ever – Like the funky ‘Stitch It Up’ dip at the end !! :-) – 

Check out Robbie’s cool/smooth cha cha Keep It Up, another really nice dance from Robbie – The Mainline crowd really enjoyed both these dances at our Newcastle weekend.
El Mundo Bailando (Peter & Alison)
Belle Perez (El Mundo Bailando)

32/4 Intermediate 
Music 9 Dance 9

A cool latin cha cha from Peter & Alison going really well in class & elsewhere locally – Great dance track & the dance is phrased to fit really well – The end sequence is a tester, which keeps it interesting & different & really cool the way the ending Sailor steps flows into the tag sways – Great dance.
Fire (Shaz Walton)
Petey Pablo (Fire)
64/2 Advanced 
Music 10 Dance 10
A classic hip-hop tester – Great new moves from Shaz as ever – And an awesome track beat – A ‘must-do’ for Newline die-hards & many said it was the hit Newline teach at our Newcastle weekend – Back in Hinckley the class love it & it went really well when I taught it to a funky crowd who stayed back with me to do it after our Mainline Torquay workshops (Boo-Taaay & Too Deep were also hit recaps/teaches) – Just love the sliding start, the swimming knees/arms, the jumpy/turny finish – And the really cool chug/turn tag/restart – Aweome Newline – And special thanks to Shaz for writing it especially for my Newcastle birthday weekend.
Waiting (Guyton Mundy)
Decemberadio (Find You Waiting)
72/1 Intermediate/Advanced
Music 10 Dance 10
Guyton’s ‘hat dance’ is funky fun, but his first waltz is a class ‘dancers-dance’ special much like his hit nightclub Angel – For me another ‘must-do’ Newline dance for those that like the smooth dances – The tags/restarts are a tester, but an essential part of making it flow spot on with the music from start to finish – A big hit teach at JG2 – Here in the UK at our Newcastle weekend – And now back at class in Hinckley – It’s an awesome dance – One of a number of waltzes I’m really enjoying just lately, especially Gimme A Chance & Sweet Perfume ………… They don’t have to be funky to be good in the Newline world !! …. They don’t have to be hard either – But this one is !!!! (
Take A Bow (Niels Poulsen)
Rihanna (Take A Bow)

32/4 Intermediate/Advanced 
Music 9 Dance 9

Niels does some great funky dances, not least Crazy Butterfly & Miss You 2 which we’ve been doing lately – But also some awesome smooth ones, like his lovely waltz On The Way which is a big hit with the class just now ………. And most of all Niels’s nightclubs are just up there with the best – Going right back to his first hit classic With These Eyes, to newer ones like I Miss You – Take A Bow is his latest – Another really nice dance to a great track – All the ‘smooth’ fans love this one – It was a hit teach at its launch at Danish Newline & at Newcastle where Niels came over to teach it – Back at class they confirm it is a hit – Some neat turns in this one, especially the full turn paddle into the ¾ spiral – Cool stuff.
