Reviews – January - March 2010
Big Dave – North East UK
Awesome Linedancing

My Dance of the Month 
No Salvation (Scott Blevins)
Important Note : The scores below  are my own assessment – They take into account class feedback/reaction – But ultimately they are my own view – To see the class scores check out my Dances Taught pages & see a rating out of 5 from the dancers themselves – We agree most times – But not always !!
10 Out Of 10 (Maggie Gallagher)
Paolo Nutini (Ten Out Of Ten)
32/4 Beginner
Music 8 Dance 8
A nice easy beginner dance to a neat feel good beaty Reggae sort of track – Make good progress with Chasse/Rock/Shuffle & Jazz Box practice – Feel good fun thumbs up.
The Little Shirt (Audrey Watson)
Hugo Duncan (The Little Shirt ……)
32/4 Beginner
Music 8 Dance 8

The combination of the tracks & steps for me makes this a 10/10 dance !! ( …… Have fun with the Irish Jig beat – Me, I pretend I’m at a MaggieG Irish class when I teach it !! lol ………. Feel good fun & the beginners really do love it – When I first heard the track I thought ‘No Way !!’ but now it’s one of my all-time favourite beginners – Just love the side/ball/steps at the start – It’s all in the styling !!! (
When Will You Be Mine (Dee Musk)
Showaddywaddy (When)
32/4 Improver
Music 8 Dance 8

Classic track – Neat two-step – Brings back my pop youth for sure & the class enjoying it – As ever with Dee’s Beginner/Improvers nice & easyish, but something different & testing too, which is just great for Improvers – With this one I like the rock/cross sequences in the first ½ of the dance & the Rumba/Chase move at the end – This is a firm Improver though so don’t be tempted to teach it too early in your schedule.
Quitter (Maggie Gallagher)
Carrie Underwood (Quitter)
64/4 Improver
Music 9 Dance 8

Rockin’ two-step country from Maggie – Great country track – Classic two-step moves with a few twists too – Especially like the rolling hitch turn into the touches & vines – Also great to have a 64 count dance too.
Rhyme Or Reason (Rachael McEnaney)
Sugarland (It Happens)
64/4 Improver
Music 8 Dance 8

Much like Quitter, a really neat two-step – Classic country – And like Quitter a few twists too – Love the Stomp/Monterey sequence & the cool Swing turns at the end – Everyone likes this one – On it’s way to being a very popular Country/Easy Intermediate dance.
Bobbi With An I (Rachael McEnaney)
Phil Vassar (Bobbi With An I)
48/2 Easy-Intermediate
Music 9 Dance 9
More great rockin’ country – This track/dance in the same league as other hit country such as Action & Askin’ Questions, also big hits most recently – Class loves it & so do I – It flows along just great to the track – Neat rolling turn into ball-walks & the rock/ball/heel move too.
Kick Start (Kim Ray)
JLS (Kickstart)
48/4 Intermediate
Music 8 Dance 8

A nice easy-intermediate pop dance to a cool JLS track – The turns push the level up a bit but the steps are neat – It’s also different to have a 48 dance for 4 walls reverting to a 32 count one after that – The extra 16 count Wizzard moves especially hit the phrasing well – Both classes are enjoying it but whilst easy it may just be a bit too turny for many, but you can replace the turns with walks no problem.
The Piper (Hazel Pace)
Abba (The Piper)
32/2 Intermediate
Music 8 Dance 9
A neat dance that hits the beat spot on – One Tag, Two Tag, No Tag is just easy to get & it dances feel good fun – It is a case that the music grows on you as you enjoy the combination of music/steps – I guess that’s why it has been slow progress for this one as in creeps its way up the charts – I caught onto it late when I saw it at the Linedancer Awards for the first time & it right now it is a class favourite on Tuesday – OK some turn their nose up at the track – But quite honestly thy don’t appreciate what they are missing !! (
Something Good (Maggie Gallagher)
The Bird & The Bee (I’m Into Something Good)
48/4 Intermediate
Music 8 Dance 8

A classic ‘cheezy’ style  MaggieG dance – A catchy classic sing-along track – Dancing fun – ‘Hot Love’ style thinking way back – Neat Wizzard/Touch/Kick sequence into a cool Ball-Step/Rolling Turn ending.
Gave It All Away (Maggie Gallagher)
Boyzone (Gave It All Away)
32/4 Intermediate
Music 10 Dance 9
Proving to be a big hit this one – Another lovely Night Club from Maggie ……… This one had to be a Maggie one !! ( …… and she was clearly inspired – A great & different syncopated opening sequence makes it special – And it really is just a dream track to dance too. 
Upside Down (Kate Sala & Robbie M. Hickie)
Paloma Faith (Upside Down)
48/4 Intermediate
Music 8 Dance 8

A catchy track – And a neat two step dance – With a cool but tricky ending perhaps slowing down its progress – Another though that seems to be catching on slowly but surely – Packed with neat moves too like the Heel-Swith/Heel-Grind & Tap/Turn sequences – And that tricky ending too !! (
I Want That Man (Simon Ward & Jo/John Kinser)
Debbie Harry (I Want That Man)
64/2 Intermediate
Music 10 Dance 9
One of my favourite dances this year so far – An awesome classic Debbie Harry cha cha beat – Classes really enjoying this one – Flows really well & a neat diagonal sequence in the middle – Well received when Simon taught it at Liverpool & Jo/John taught it at Mundesley. 
Hypnotized (Shaz Walton)
Tanya Christopher (Hypnotized)
64/2 Intermediate
Music 10 Dance 10
Another great pop dance from Shaz – On the mainstream side, so one that is appealing to both the modern mainstream gang & the Newliners – A favourite of the Wednesday class – High in my own Top 10 for sure too – I particularly like the Sailor sequence in the middle leading into the turny finish, especially the cool hitch turn ( This is a great mainstream pop dance – Don’t miss out – Don’t be scared off because it’s Shaz – Shaz tones some dances down real well for the mainstream & this is one of them for sure – Shaz & I do lots together, but I’m especially looking forward to her being my partner at Newcastle Just Dance in July 2011 & guesting the lovely Ria Vos for the first time (
Tic Tok Drop (Guyton & Co)
Kesha (Tic Tok)
64/2 Intermediate
Music 10 Dance 10
I’ve done this one for the late-birds & I really like it – So do they – Class funky moves but one of a few I don’t feel comfortable with personally – Need to be a few stones lighter for all the cool looking moves – Especially the jumps !! ( A huge hit from Worlds, at Stoke & at Masters, Liverpool too & many other places I’m sure both sides of the pond – Really popular on the Newline scene, if not No.1 even – Just frightens me off personally – Must be loosing it lol (Don’t tell Guyton !!)
What U Wanna Do (Jordan Lloyd)
Frankie (Let It Go)
64/2 Intermediate
Music 9 Dance 9
Another great funky one from Jordan – A big hit from back at Stoke & a current floor-filler at Newline socials – Great news Jordan is at the Marathon – Don’t miss his classes if you are going – A great new choreographer from the Guyton school of funky & this one is especially popular with the Wednesday late-birds – Straigh forward, yet different & cool – We really enjoy dancing this one – Flows really well …………….. And no arms !! ( Not keen on arms really - I must be getting too old as well as too fat !! lol
Faith & Desire (Johanna Barnes)
Matt Nathanson (Come On Get Higher)
32/4 Intermediate
Music 10 Dance 10
Another solid Top 10 dance of mine – Just love dancing this one – Lovely smooth track & class steps – No surprise it is one Scott has been promoting on his travels – The Wednesday class love it – And still getting a great reception everywhere I do it – Sneaked a teach in at our Mundesley event & it was well received – Just needs a little more exposure – There are some styling bits that maybe put folk off, but there’s plenty of scope to adapt it to your liking – And cheat a bit at the end to overcome the tricky full turn spiral !! ( ……….. The backward Hip/Body Rolls are cool but like I do, you can tone them down – And it’s still awesome !! ( Looking forward to dancing it at the Marathon.
Play For Keeps (Neville & Julie)
Rihanna (Russian Roulette)
32/4 Intermediate/Advanced
Music 9 Dance 10
A great funky night club – Some tricky turns make it cool but difficult - The Wednesday class enjoyed mastering it & we are loving dancing it – Really neat Jazz/Weave/Full-Turn ending. 
Murder My Heart (Neville & Julie)
Michael Bolton (Murder My Heart)
48/2 Intermediate
Music 10 Dance 10
Another smooth hit for Neville & Julie – Based on feedback this one just has the edge on Play For Keeps in the floor-filler stakes – It’s getting very popular & very much a class favourite here in Newcastle – Just like Play For Keeps lots of cool & different moves – The awesome track just gives it an edge.

Take It Outside (Andrew & Sheila)
Johnny Reid (Let’s Take It Outside)
32/4 Intermediate
Music 8 Dance 7
A nice gentle easy swing style dance to a catchy track – For my class on a Tuesday I think it was a touch too easy for them & they have not been asking for it.
Way Love Goes (Andrew & Sheila)
Lemar (The Way Love Goes)
64/2 Intermediate/Advanced
Music 9 Dance 8
Lot’s of the class enjoyed this when taught at our Scarborough weekend – It’s a great pop dance track & the dance flows along really well to it with no syncopation because the track is fast enough – Really cool Hinge-Turn/Hold sequence – Maybe a bit too tricky to be a mainstream floor-filler but great for those that want a tester now & then - We are enjoying both track/dance. 
Open Up Your Heart (Dee Musk)
Kim Sozzi (Open Up Your Heart)
64/2 Intermediate
Music 8 Dance 7
Another hit teach at our Scarborough weekend – A cool ‘Release Me’  sort of dance from Dee. We had an awesome time with Dee & Andrew/Sheila at Scarborough – We will next year too with Craig – But we are especially looking forward to us all getting together next April at Mundesley Just Dance – That will be a wild party weekend with myself, Andrew/Sheila, Dee, Craig & Shaz – It’s not work really – Just great fun !! (
Baby Baby Baby (Dee Musk)
Justin Bieber (Baby)
64/2 Intermediate
Music 10 Dance 9
This is a great dance to an awesome track – One of my own favourites in particular & the Wednesday class are really enjoying it too – Love the Turn/Drag/Weave/Hitch sequence at the beginning after the classic Dee Ball-Cross/Ball-Step start & the hesitation turn move at the end - As is the case for us this one is a classic combination of track/dance well on the borderline between Mainline/Newline, meaning it will be a hit for folk who like wandering either side of that border – That’s me so I can’t understand why more Mainliners & more Newliners are not doing it, but that’s the way it is I think – My Wednesday class is very much like me, so most are really enjoying this one.
If We Ever Meet Again (Shaz Walton)
Timbaland (If We Ever Meet Again)
64/2 Intermediate
Music 9 Dance 9
Another great pop one from Shaz – This one into the Newline zone & well popular with many who enjoy that – Great opening sequence with a slow sailor/full-turn into a shuffle & love the hop/kick move too – I tried this in the main class on Wednesday & it went ok, but more popular with the late-birds amongst the class.

No Salvation (Scott Blevins)
Lady Gaga (Teeth)
Phrased Advanced
Music 10 Dance 10

A Scott classic – It hits the beat so well (Especially the out/out/ball/cross sequence in Part B) & is original & very different – As well as the steps I love the way it works the diagonals in Part A & the syncopated coasters in Part B – Awesome dance. Looking forward to seeing Scott at Leeds Newline in September – Also great Scott & Guyton are working with MaggieG in Orlando in March – That will be an awesome weekend – A great mix of dances & styles between the 3 of them !! (
Get On Down (Rob Fowler)
Miss Eighty 6 (Now You Know)
32/4 Improver
Music 9 Dance 9
This is a well neat & cool funky dance from Rob – A hit teach from Rob at Beatlefest – The late-bird gang especially love it at class & it’s been a popular teach a few places I’ve been – The music & the steps do make it a Newline hit, but it is way harder than the published ‘Improver’ level – It’s solid Intermediate at least !! …….. Neat Knee Roll/Sailor sequence at the beginning & I especially like the Dip/Hinge sequence too – And the classic Rob Hip/Turn finish – Really neat funky dance. Rob & I had a great workshop in Bristol earlier this year – And I’m looking forward to DJing for him in Spain this October – Exiting news though that Maggie has just booked Rob to be her guest choreographer at Harrogate in May 2012 – A life time away I know, but looking forward to that !! ( 
Running Out Of Beer (Andrew & Sheila)
Ann Taylor (We’re All Gonna Die Some Day)
16/4 Improver
Music 8 Dance 7
The dance is too short really but this one is more about having fun with a great catchy country track – “Yehaw” !! (, especially when you are doing the tags – One to just enjoy – The main class also have fun with it, but great for the beginners – As well as the “Yehaw” factor, it’s great practice for mambos & coasters ……… And introducing the full turn instead of an initial walk back if they can manage it – Most of all it’s just great fun ………………. Just like The Little Shirt !!!!! (
Tennessee Waltz Surprise (Andy Chumbley)
Ireen Sheer (Tennessee Waltz)
32/2 Beginner
Music 8 Dance 8
One of those dances where the combination of music & dance gives a 10/10 – A really popular one – More Improver than Beginner but just about everyone in class enjoying this one – It just rolls along to the catchy track really well – And a neat/easy tag keeps it phrased too – Love dancing this one – Hope it makes the Linedancer Top 10.
Askin’ Questions (Larry Bass)
Brady Seals (Askin’ Questions)
32/4 Intermediate
Music 10 Dance 10

An awesome rockin’ country track & a great dance to match – There are a few good dances to this track but the one that hit in the UK was Larry’s & the traditional/country dancers just love it – Me too – I enjoy the Kick/Ball/Touch & Heel Switch start & the way it just flows easily with the roll/chasse/sailor/shuffle moves after that all the way through.

Action (Darren Bailey)
Toby Keith (A Little Less Talk & A Lot More Action)
32/2 Beginner/Improver
Music 10 Dance 9
A classic country track – And just like Askin’ Questions a great dance to match a great track – This one slower with more of a rock beat, so a different dance experience – One to dance with ‘attitude’ – I like the backwards start into the sailor ½ & pivot & of course the Heel Bounces & Sways – With lots of attitude – It’s all in the styling lol ……… It’s all about having fun (
So Easily (Kim Ray)
Cliff Richard (I Could Easily Fall)
32/2 Improver
Music 9 Dance 9
A great dance for the beginners – Easy enough plus a testing Touch/Kick sequence which you can have great fun mastering together – After that easy stuff & I especially like turning step touches at the end – Lovely dance which the Beginners/Improvers really enjoying.
Wild (Craig Bennett)
Soo-Bo (Wild Horses)
64/2 Intermediate
Music 9 Dance 8
My first teach of many from the Awards weekend workshops – Clearly the hit of the weekend – And a quick rise to No.1 after that for this one – Everyone knows it so aay no more !! ( Well done Craig – I work lots with my good friend Craig & it’s great to see him doing so well – Very proud for him at the Awards – Pauline is like his 2nd mum !!! …… Needless to say I’m just way too young to be his 2nd dad !! lol
Stomp & Kick (Kate Sala)
Amy Diamond (Don’t Lose Any Sleep Over You)
40/4 Intermediate
Music 10 Dance 9
I loved Sister Kate – That music just gets me – This one is like a ‘Big Sister’ Kate – Just as great but harder – Still Intermediate though – My own favourite from the Awards weekend – The jump is cool & I lik the way the Stomp/Stomp/Kick hits the beat & the words – Also the neat ball/steps mixed in with the Charlston & Walks sequence – Lots of ‘attitude’ not least the touch/hips before the end sequence – Great feel good dance from Kate.
Mi Rowsu (Roy Verdonk & Co)
Jan Smit (Mi Rowsu)
32/4 Beginner
Music 8 Dance 8
More an Improver, this one was also well received at the Awards taught by Daniel – A nice slow & gentle Reggae/Rumba/Mambo beat which the Beginner/Improvers enjoyed – Neat paddle & hip roll sequence & chasse/touch/turn ending.
One Day You Will (Dee Musk)
Lady Antebellum (One Day You Will)
48/2 Advanced
Music 9 Dance 9
A tricky night club – Great country – A hit from the Advanced workshops at the Awards – Lovely to dance something classy to smooth country – A Hush Hush/Footprints In The Sand sort of dance.
Walking In The Rain (Maggie Gallagher)
Alex Swings (Walking In The Rain)
64/4 Improver
Music 10 Dance 10

A hit from the Beginner workshops at the Awards – Shame it was not in the main room, the way it has become a big fun hit – Everyone enjoying this catchy/classic track – And the dance fits real well – Especially ‘Walking In The Rain’ – Umbrellas out !! ( I really like the Side Rock/Rock/Rock sequence – Cool.
All Together Again (Robert Lindsey)
Rick Astley (Together Forever)
32/4 Beginner
Music 9 Dance 9
A nice easy flowing dance to a cool classic sing-a-long track – Another hit teach from the Awards Beginner workshop from Robert – More Improver really, but good practice for the Behind/Side/Cross, Heel Switches & Shuffle ½ - - Not to mention Pivots & Jazz Boxes too – Neat dance.
One Love (Frank Cooper)
Queen (One Year Of Love)
48/2 Intermediate
Music 10 Dance 10
My favourite dance from Worlds – Not normally a big waltz fan – But the music is a dream, especially for a life-long Queen fan – And the dance flows so well without being difficult – Really well received wherever I’ve done it – Just wish it would catch on more – It deserves to be a floor filler – Come on give it a try !! ( ……… Classic twinkles & turns, but I especially like the prep move into the tolling vine/weave – And the neat full turn sequence into the beginning – It’s a long track so just fade, although I could dance it forever !!! (
Regresa (Ruben Luna) 
Calo (Regresa)
32/4 Intermediate
Music 10 Dance 10
Another favourite from Worlds – Mine & many others – This one a really cool cha cha from Ruben – Not difficult but classy steps to a classy track – Classic in places but I especially like the turning Lock Step & Roll into a Cross Shuffle & the Box/Lock Steps too – The track is so smooth too – Again well received everywhere I’ve done it but like One Love has not hit the big time here in the UK – Come on give this one a chance too Brits !! (
Sunglasses (Tajali Hall)
Divine Brown (Sunglasses)
64/2 Intermediate/Advanced
Music 9 Dance 9

This one was a popular one from Worlds & it was nice to meet Tajali too – My late-birds love it here – Rolls along with the track really well – I especially like the Sailor/Kick-Ball-Cross-Turn repeat sequence & best of all the way the cool Tap/Press start hits the beat & the words too.
Broken Heels (Jo, John & Mark)
Alexandra Burke (Broken Heels)
64/2 Intermediate
Music 10 Dance 9

Released before Xmas even but not an immediate hit – I saw this one taught at Worlds by Jo & John & how big a hit it was there – More classic Alexandra beat – And slowly but surely it’s moved up the charts here in the UK – The class enjoy it as much as everyone else is – Great to see Jo, John & Mark with a Top 10 hit – Everyone knows it so enough said !! (
Shoes Of Another Man (Jo Thompson)
Brother Yusef (Shoes Of Another Man)
48/2 Intermediate/Advanced
Music 10 Dance 10
An awesome classy West Cost from Jo – And a huge hit in the US – The Wednesday class loved it, but sadly it’s on the back-burner because it’s not so popular here in the UK – It’s an oh so cool dance – Looking forward to getting back to the States to dance it on a full floor (
Stuff You Gotta Watch (Michele Perron)
Levon Helm (Stuff You Gotta Watch)
48/4 Intermediate
Music 10 Dance 10
Exactly the same applies for this one as I wrote for Shoes above – Just so frustrating why these great West Coast beat dances are not as popular in the UK as in US – Come on Brits give them a chance !! ( Really neat syncopated opening sequence. 
Seduced (Ira Weisburd)
Rob Rio (I Want To Be Seduced)
32/1 Beginner
Music 9 Dance 9

The Beginner hit from Worlds for me was Ira’s Seduced – Just cool & different – Easy but loads of scope for fun & styling – Really catchy track – The beginners really enjoy this one – Neat Step/Jazz move – And bump those hips !!! ( It’s corny but fun – Tried Ira’s Cumbia too but that one did not go so well even though it’s been a big hit most everywhere else !!??
Moonlight Madness (Double Trouble)
Johnny Reid (A Moon To Remember)
32/2 Intermediate
Music 8 Dance 7
I really liked this one from Worlds – A sort of Come Tomorrow dance with a smooth 1&a2 beat – A big hit at Worlds & I know it was been too for others – It’s taken a bit of a back seat though because others just not catching on to it – Shame because it’s a lovely smooth dance & such a waste not being done here in the UK at least – It could easily be as popular as Come Tomorrow give half a chance.
Stupid In Love (Rachael McEnaney)
Rihanna (Stupid In Love)
32/2 Advanced
Music 10 Dance 10
Another class dance from Rachael – Hit release at Bossyboot’s Stoke weekend back in January – A trick Newline night club just like Addicted … Love the prep turn into the Coaster/Kick/Hitch sequence – Well worth the effort to master – A lovely smooth dance – It will be an honour & a treat to have Rachael with us at Leeds Newline in September.
Do U Remember (Shaz Walton)
Jay Sean (Do You Remember)
64/2 Intermediate
Music 9 Dance 9

Shaz released this one at our New Year weekend at Morpeth – I really like this one & it was well received – A cool Newline style dance which we carried on with our Late-Birds but which has not been picked up by many – I’m still hoping it’s just a slow starter but in the fast lane of great dances this year I fear it has been left behind in the rush ( Looking forward to repeat event with Shaz & Craig next New Year – We had a wild time (
Kinda Busy (Craig Bennett)
Lady Gaga (Telephone)

32/4 Intermediate
Music 9 Dance 8
A neat pop/funky style Intermediate dance – A great follow-up to Hands Up – Also a hit teach for Craig at our New Year weekend – And well received too when I taught it at Worlds in January – Just a nice dance to a cool track – Not much thinking needed – Like the walking backwards start & the knee rolls – Hands Up getting the attention, but this one is just as good too (Well maybe not quite as good ()
