Reviews – June 2010
Big Dave – North East UK
Awesome Linedancing

My Dance of the Month 
Haunted (Paul McAdam)
Important Note : The scores below  are my own assessment – They take into account class feedback/reaction – But ultimately they are my own view – To see the class scores check out my Dances Taught pages & see a rating out of 5 from the dancers themselves – We agree most times – But not always !!
Yolanda (Kate Sala & Robbie M. Hickie)
Joe Merrick (Yolanda)

64/4 Easy Intermediate
Music 9 Dance 9

A nice smooth Rumba/Cha style dance – Flows really well with the music – Nothing hard but really cool steps – Like the chase turn start sequence, the nice backward weave & a neat ¾ turning lock step at the end ………… Good reports on Robbie’s All Cool just lately amongst a few new ones.
Go With It (Maggie Gallagher)
Easton Corbin (Roll With It)

64/2 Improver
Music 10 Dance 9

An easy one for all – Good Improver one but can be for the Intermediates too – For the country fans – A lovely smooth cha cha track – Traditional Rock/Chasse/Weave steps but also some neat moves like a ‘Smokey Places’ Step/Touch sequence – Phrased nicely too with an easy Vine tag – Really like this one – Awesome track to dance & sing-along too !! ( 
Flip Flop & Fly (Frank Trace)
Big Joe Turner (Flip Flop & Fly)

32/4 Easy Intermediate
Music 8 Dance 8

Another neat beginner from Frank Trace – It was an honour for me to present Frank with his Crystal Boot for Mamma Maria at the JG Marathon at the end of May, where this one was one of his new dances – A classic jive track – Quick but easy steps – Cool Kick/Weaves – Fun Jazz Jumps at the end – Fast fun !! (
Up Up Up (Peter & Alison)
Jason Derulo (The Sky’s The Limit)

64/2 Intermediate
Music 10 Dance 10
Another neat Intermediate pop dance from Peter & Alison, well received by the Phoenix Desert Dance gang, where I first taught it – Track with a great dance beat which you’ll recognise – And just a touch funky even – The dance hits the beat spot on & is packed with cool & different steps which flow well yet nothing too hard – Neat ‘syncopated’ sequence – And I particularly like the turning chasse sequence & the heel/touch turn ending – Cool dance – Check out their new one Commander too.
Who’s To Blame Senorita (Peter & Alison)
Texas Tornados (Who’s To Blame Senorita)

32/4 Improver
Music 8 Dance 9

Shaz taught this one for us at Desert Dance & it was well received – A neat swing track/dance – I like to do a cool easy one in the transition period between the Beginner/Improver & Intermediate classes & this one fitted that bill really well – Everyone enjoyed – Simple but feel good stuff which rolls along great with the track – Tough test for Improvers maybe, but the Intermediates did enjoy as an easy one (
Volare (Frank Trace)
Bobby Rydell (Volare)

48/1 Beginner
Music 8 Dance 10
The beginners enjoyed this one at JG – And Junior taught it to the beginners at Desert Dance too who also enjoyed it – My beginners too just loved it – We had great fun with the ‘Dramatic Opening’ & really enjoyed the dance too to this classic track – It works ever so well – Cool & fun.

Dog-Gone Blues (Jo, Michele & Michael)
Colin James (No More Doggin’)
48/4 Intermediate
Music 9 Dance 10
West Coast fans will score this 10/10 for sure – A dance in the Shoes Of Another Man league – A huge hit at JG & Desert Dance where Shaz taught it for us – Back home my Wednesday class loved it too !! ( – It’s not as hard as Shoes but just as cool for sure – Love the Boogie Swivels & the paddle at the end – But best of all the Heel Taps which hits the beat all the way through – Awesome dance ………….. These three have teamed up with a good Nancy Hays one True Love Two Step. 
Everything I Do (Rachael McEnaney)
Brandy (I Do It For You)

32/2 Intermediate/Advanced
Music 10 Dance 10

I thought this might be a cool one – Was assured of that when I saw it danced by the Swedish gang at the Danish Newline event – A big hit with the class – Some tricky bits but more Intermediate than Advanced so don’t be put off – It’s every bit the mainstream hit that Jesse James is – The ending is a cool x2 full turn sequence which I guess is the ‘Advanced’ bit, but there is an easier option for that ……….. Check out Rachael’s new west cost Snap Your Fingers too.
Trouble Is (Scott Blevins)
Allison Iraheta (Trouble Is)

48/4 Intermediate/Advanced
Music 10 Dance 10

Scott released 2 great dances at JG – Asking around everyone told me that if I had to pick which one first this was it – And the class requested it first too, mainly I think because of the cool track – So this is the one we did – It’s a gear up from your regular night club – Certainly another in the ‘Feel’ league – I was not foot perfect ahead of the class, so we did it more like a late-bird project dance – Even so it only took us an hour, so I’m sure a well rehearsed teacher could crack it in 30/40mins with an experienced class, longer with an Intermediate gang maybe – But well worth the effort for sure – A top class night club with lots of cool moves, angles & turns as you’d expect from Scott !! ( ………… His other new one is Murder Machine, also on the ‘to-do’ list
Stoked (Joey Warren)
Pitbull (It’s Alright)

Phrased Intermediate
Music 9 Dance 9
Did not get to this one before my recent travels – At JG it was already a big hit – And Shaz taught it at Desert Dance where they loved it too – So top of my list for both classes on my return – And we really have fun with it – It’s a Roomba style dance, but a touch harder – But just as well worth doing for sure – May just take a touch longer to master – More about the speed than the steps in Part B especially – Also the Scoots in Part A can be anything you want to make them, so don’t let them put you off either !!!! ( Hit teach for sure.
On The Road Again (Peter & Alison)
Ann Taylor (On The road Again)

32/4 Beginner
Music 10 Dance 10

A bit more Improver than Beginner, but the Beginners did manage it – A great version of a classic track – Catchy & sing-a-long – An ideal beginner track & really cool steps – A good syncopation test – Love the samba steps & the sailor heel into the jazz box close – Cool but clearly more than a Beginner ……….. And just 28 counts but it fits the music spot on all the way through – Love it & so did the class ( 

Hey Soul Sister (Ruben & Bracken)
Train (Hey Soul Sister)

32/4 Intermediate
Music 9 Dance 9

Great up-beat 8&1 cha cha music & a cool easy dance – Just feel-good stuff – Loved this when I saw it at JG – And the crowd at Desert Dance loved it too – Just a neat dance to a neat track – Great dance – Cool Jazz turn/Samab turn sequence in the middle (
Sayonara (Jordan Lloyd)
BOB (I’ll Be In The Sky)

64/2 Higher Intermediate
Music 10 Dance 9

Love this track big time & was taken to the dance when Jordan taught it back at our Derby Sunday-Out – And a hit teach for him at JG too – Been looking forward to teaching it & the Wednesday late-birds really enjoyed it – The dance flows along with the track really well – Another great funky dance from Jordan – The sailor turn moves are cool but I especially like the beginning the scuff/touch sequence leading into the bumps – Cool (
In Love (Francien Sittrop)
Enrique Iglesias (Cuando)
64/4 Intermediate
Music 9 Dance 9

One of our Just Dance teaches – It was great to have Francien with us in Newcastle & this was a hit teach which the class requested I carry on with – A cool& smooth Rumba style dance – Lovely step/drag opening & something different – A neat Spiral/Shuffle sequence – Really popular ….. I’ve been asked to teach Francien’s Good Girls from the weekend – A funky/pop one.
Haunted (Paul McAdam)
Ben Montague (Haunted)
32/2 Intermediate
Music 10 Dance 10
A lovely smooth & slow premier league Night Club – The track is a dream & the dance flows well in traditional night club style – Cool Spiral/Run sequence & a spinny/sweep/twinke ending – A big hit at Danish Newline, Just Dance – And at MaggieG’s Bournemouth weekend – The Wednesday class love it for sure & it’s my own Dance Of The Month (
Slipped & Fell (Rob Fowler)
Alan Jackson (Slipped & Fell In Love)
32/4 Beginner
Music 9 Dance 8
Love AJ – Maggie’s Where I Belong going well, so thought I’d try this one too – Just easy cool country & the beginners really enjoyed it – Classic AJ – Vines/Shuffles/Rocks/Coaster just the job – And fun Jumps/Knee pops at the end too.
Fashion (Dee Musk)
Lady Gaga (Fashion)
48/2 Intermediate
Music 9 Dance 9

Neat track & flowing dance – Easy/cool steps & the challenge is the speed of the track – One of Dee’s Marathon releases – And for me a big hit with both my classes – Loads dancing it down south too I notices at our Bournemouth weekend, so a dance on the up for sure – Neat opening sequence with the Mambo/Turn/Press & loads of scope for styling – Great track too ………. Check out Dee’s new one Aphrodite (Kylie).
Peek A Boo
Cosmo4 (Peek A Boo)
64/4 Intermediate
Music 9 Dance 9

A catchy & popular pop two step – Neat Step/Ball/Hitch openg & Pop/Run/Flick close – Seen lots of good reports & our Tuesday class really enjoyed – As they did down at our Bournemoth weekend with Maggie – Check out Maggie’s Fire With Fire, that’s a hit new pop one too.
The Stroma Dance (Niels Poulsen)
Stromae (Alors On Dance)
Phrased/1 Advanced
Music 10 Dance 10
A challenge but well worth the effort – Everybody I’ve done it with really enjoying it including the Just Dance Newcastle gang,my Wednesday class for whom it was their favourite dance of that weekend & the late-birds at Bournemouth – And it was the dance of the weekend at Faaborg – Phased with a 32c sharp moves A & a 64c Samba style B ……… And a tag !! ( The steps are not difficult but ‘advanced’ comes from some tricky timing in A & restarts during B – It fits the dance so well however that after a couple of practice runs it’s almost easy ….. Not when you’ve had a few beers though !!!! (
Alamo Boom (Kay Needham)
The Vengaoys (Boom, Boom Boom)
32/4 Beginner
Music 9 Dance 9

We discovered this one at Desert Dance in Phoenix – Thanks Anthony – Having great fun with it – Good to have catchy classic tracks, country & chart pop for the beginners – And this one a funky/fun one which they are all enjoying but especially the younger ones – And the young at heart !! (
Out & Jump (Reap Ghazali)
Lou Bega (Jump Into My Bed)
Phrased/4 Easy Intermediate
Music 9 Dance 10
Classic Lou Bega mambo & a really well written/phrased dance where an AAAB sequence gives you a 4 wall routine that starts each time at the front wall – Easy feel good fun dancing – A big hit at Just Dance & both my classes really getting into it – B is the chorus – With neat out/out & jump steps that go with the tune & the lyrics – Go on have some fun !!! ( ….. Don’t forget beginner fun with Alamo Boon too !!! (
For The Lovers (Craig Bennett)
Kylie Minogue (All The Lovers)
64/4 Intermediate
Music 8 Dance 9

Another neat mainstream intermediate pop dance from Craig – Classic Shuffle/Rock/Monterey moves in the style of ‘Wild’ really – Well received at Just Dance Newcastle, where Craig’s Hands Up was especially popular.
