Reviews – January 2012
Big Dave – North East UK
Awesome Linedancing

My Dance of the Month 
Newline : Had A Bad Day
Mainstream : Without Fire
Easy : I Saw Linda Yesterday
Important Note : The scores below  are my own assessment – They take into account class feedback/reaction – But ultimately they are my own view – To see the class scores check out my Dances Taught pages & see a rating out of 5 from the dancers themselves – We agree most times – But not always !!
Had A Bad Day (Rachael McEnaney)

Calle Kristiansson (Had A Bad Day)
32/2 Higher Intermediate
Music 10 Dance 10

Another lovely smooth Nightclub from Rachael in the ‘Let It Be’ league – Love the full Sailor in the beginning sequence (And it hits the words in the chorus too which is cool) & especially like the syncopated back rock – Don’t be put off by the Higher Intermediate label, it is a touch over Intermediate but not that much !! A classic Rachael Nightclub ( 

Hi-A-Ma Cha (Rachael McEnaney)

Milk & Sugar (Hi-A-Ma)
48/2 Intermediate
Music 9 Dance 9

A great funky Cha beat – And a cool dance with a good mix of traditional steps – Love the Cha Triples in place into a Sailor Turn & the flick/turns are fun – And like the way it changes into the Mambo moves into the end sequence which hits the beat spot on (
Me Without You (Shaz Walton)

Loick Essien (Me Without You)
64/2 Higher Intermediate
Music 8 Dance 9

A neat pop Cha – Something different & interesting from Shaz as ever – I especially like the slow sweep turn at the beginning – But also a great traditional Cha sequence in the middle, spiced up with a cool slow pivot turn (Like Dirty Bit in a way) – A hit teach at our Morpeth weekend for Shaz & the No.1 teach request from our class who were there – Shaz will teach this one in Orlando. 

Meet Me At The Altar (Rachael McEnaney & Ryan Lindsey)

Jagged Edge (Let’s Get Married)
64/2 Advanced
Music 10 Dance 10

A quality advanced dance from Rachael – And cool to see Ryan getting involved too ( An awesome funky West Coast beat & a dance full of difference that just works the beat spot on – The late-bird Newline gang loved this one which should be a big hit on the Newline scene. Really cool Kick & Touch/Hitch/Hold Ball/Touch sequence, neat twist steps (Not that I do them well lol) & nice sliding box turn ending.

Everytime – Baby (Tina Summerfield)
Mark Bautista (Everytime I Close My Eyes)
32/4 Beginner
Music 8 Dance 9
A lovely smooth Rumba – Some touches of a Caballero feel with nice Rocks & Weave/Sweeps – I especially like the turning Rumba Box – Something different & a little challenge for the beginners – There’s an Improver dance too by Tina in this month’s Linedancer Magazine worth a look if you have good Improvers rather than beginners.
Without Fire (Karl-Harry Winson)

Michelle Lawson (No Smoke)
64/4 Intermediate
Music 10 Dance 10

An awesome pop East Coast beat & the dance flows a treat – Nicely intermediate but not too hard – Really like the Back/Sweep steps & the Step/Kick & Side/Hold sequence in the middle – And the simple but effective Jazz/Vine/Chasse finish - The next ‘Playing With Fire’ maybe - A feel good beat/dance which could just as popular as Karl’s current hit Jealousy ( Check out No Smoke above too if you have beginners for a great floor split.
Drinkin’ Wine (Frank Trace & Co)

Nappy Brown & Kip Anderson (Drinkin’ Wine)
64/4 Intermediate
Music 9 Dance 8

Winner of the Chicago Pro-Choreographer challenge & most recently a No.1 dance in the US World Dance Newsletter Survey – A classic West Coast dance – Love the Boogie Walk start & Look/Hold sequence that uses the beat so well – Reminds me of Dog Gone Blues which was another favourite of mine back last year – Looking forward to dancing this with Frank at our South Shields event on 4th February – Maybe at the Awards too the weekend before (
Do The Hump (Shaz Walton)

Rizzle Kicks (Mama Do The Hump)
32/4 Intermediate
Music 9 Dance 8

Another new release by Shaz from our Morpeth New Year weekend – Great funky fun Mambo to another cool Rizzle Kicks track (I just love Down With The Trumpets) – This one is Trumpets style but easier – And a bit of a ‘Boomerang’ feel to it too if you know that one – I like the mix of traditional steps with the funky beat - Look forward to dancing this one in Orlando (
Dance With Me Tonight (Peter & Alison)

Olly Murs (Dance With Me Tonight)
64/4 Intermediate
Music 10 Dance 9

A really catchy mainstream pop Two Step heading for the Top 10 – A floor split with Robbie’s to the same track – But with this one P&A’s seems to be winning the contest – The ‘Tick-Tock’ steps are the highlight of course, whatever your styling is for that part ( One of many we are looking forward to dancing with P&A in Scarborough in February, not least The Rush which could be No.1 by then (
No Smoke (Sue Hutchison)
Michelle Lawson (No Smoke)
64/4 Beginner
Music 10 Dance 10

The track is great & I was so pleased to find this beginner dance ( – A great floor split for Karl’s Without Fire – A touch of Skinny Genes about it plus love the Back/Sweeps & the Jazz-Turns.
What Are Words (Niels Poulsen)

Chris Medina (What Are Words)
32/2 Intermediate
Music 10 Dance 9

Another lovely nightclub from Niels – Love Language Of The Heart & Had A Bad Day most recently & this is just as good – A cool smooth dance to a dream track – Really nice Sailor-Turn start.

Da Dance (Craig Bennett) 

JLS (Teach Me How To Dance)
64/2 Intermediate/Advanced
Music 9 Dance 9

Another neat pop cha from Craig – An ‘On The Edge’ style of dance – Cool turning sequence into a Press/Sit move & turning Kick/Touch/Ball/Cross section – Class really enjoyed this one & a great track too.

FUP – First Up (Peter & Alison) 

Los Super Reyes (Muevelo)
32/4 Beginner/Improver
Music 10 Dance 10

Great feel good Latin Samba track/dance – Nice & easy – Just cool fun dancing – Beginners managed it – Improvers no problem – And even the Intermediates enjoyed it too – Fun Sailors travelling backwards into a Rock/Kick – Simple but awesome (
I Saw Linda Yesterday (Derek Robinson)

Black Jack (I Saw Linda Yesterday)
32/4 Beginner/Intermediate
Music 9 Dance 9

A rock ‘n roll feel Two Step beat – Reminds me of My New Live – Great beat & a nice easy one for the Improvers – Classic Chase/Clap start followed by a Rock sequence – And a fun ‘Run’ ending ( 

Dance With Me Tonight (Karen Birks)

Michelle Lawson (No Smoke)
24/4 Beginner
Music 9 Dance 8

An easy beginner – Great floor split for this track that is filling the floor with P&A’s & Robbie’s dances.
