Reviews – February 2012
Big Dave – North East UK
Awesome Linedancing

My Dance of the Month 
Newline : Chariz (Neville & Julie)
Mainstream : Bring Me To Life (Ria)
Easy : Have You Ever Seen The Rain (Dee)
Important Note : The scores below  are my own assessment – They take into account class feedback/reaction – But ultimately they are my own view – To see the class scores check out my Dances Taught pages & see a rating out of 5 from the dancers themselves – We agree most times – But not always !!
Stronger (Peter & Alison)

Kelly Clarkson (What Doesn’t Kill You)
64/2 Intermediate
Music 9 Dance 10

We had a fun weekend with P&A in Scarborough in February & this is one of 4 dances I’ll be mentioning this month that the class were keen to carry one with (A few more easier ones too I’ll be doing next month, including Rockaway, a great Improver country cha) – Stronger is a pop cha every bit as good as The Rush to a great Kelly Clarkson track – Love the turning knee-pop moves & diagonal shuffle-turn sequence, but I especially like the turning Jazz moves into the ending - A big hit with the Wednesday class & on the list for a Tuesday too – Great dance.
MacArthur Park (Peter & Alison)

Donna Summer (MacArthur Park)
Phrased/2 Intermediate/Advanced
Music 10 Dance 10

Different – A top quality dance ‘routine’ to a classic track – The truth is that when I saw the sheet I thought “no way” !! but Peter taught it at our Scarborogh weekend & it was a smash hit that went straight to the top of my teach list & everyone from class there wanted it done – The steps are not that difficult when you get down to it & it phrases so well & obviously that you can’t go wrong (Well not after the first few attempts anyway !! () – It’s cool & different to have a lovely smooth 24/2 count nightclub introduction with a bridge sequence leading into a great fast 64/2 East Coast style beat/dance – And you do get a feel good factor when you hit the ‘big finish’ – Highly recommended for solid intermediate modern/mainstream classes – Give it a try & you really won’t be stressed or disappointed (
Double U Double D (Ria Vos)
Kristin Cheoweth (What Would Dolly Do)
32/4 Improver
Music 7 Dance 8

Catchy Two-Step track – Really neat Chasse/Rumba sequence & I like the syncopated ending into the Swivel/Hitch/Coaster ........... A shame the track slows down near the end but just turn it into a fun challenge slowing down with it !! (  
Bring Me To Life (Ria Vos)

Katherine Jenkins (Bring Me To Life)
64/2 Intermediate
Music 9 Dance 10
A great Awards teach for Ria – A fast 8&1 cha beat with some cool steps – It’s signature is the Dip/Kick steps into the Walk/Shuffle Arc Turn is different & the turning sequence into a Chasse/Drag works really well too – It’s a great track – She just gets a little carried away (shreaking) towards the end but we just have fun with that & it builds things up nicely for a big finish !! ( It’s a life-time away but we are looking forward to Ria being our guest star choreographer at the inaugural South Maggie G Experience in Bournemouth in September 2013 – Well done to Ria for her Awards wins (
I’m In Love (Maggie Gallagher)

Sanna Nielsen (I’m In Love)
64/2 Intermediate
Music 8 Dance 8
Another fast 8&1 pop cha beat which the dance flows along nicely too – Neat syncopated Hinge-Turn/Hold sequence – Classic Maggie – A Life Without U sort of dance. – We enjoyed a preview teach of this one with Maggie at our New Year Bash day in Bristol in January – Love that day because we used to live/work in Bristol (Keynsham) for many years & it’s an annual trip down memory lane – With Kate next time (
Chariz (Neville & Julie)
Riz (Dance With Me)
64/2 Intermediate
Music 10 Dance 10
A great fast & funky 8&1 cha beat – The dance is packed full of cool & different steps, which at the speed are perhaps more Higher Intermediate – And the track & style makes it more for a Modern/Pop/Newline dancer rather than regular mainstream (For that check out Kiss The Stars) – Love the turning chasse sequence & the diagonal shuffle/turn & the beginning sequence accentuates the 8&1 cha beat really well, especially the OutOut & In/Ball-Step move – The two count hold before you go into the end sequence is different & works really well too – A big hit with the Wednesday class – Love it (
Kiss The Stars (Neville & Julie)
Pixie Lott (Kiss The Stars)
64/2 Intermediate
Music 10 Dance 9
This one is a neat & easy mainstream one to a great pop track which has been a big hit in both my classes – Much like a ‘Without Fire’ sort of dance & could/should be just as popular – I especially like the Jazz/Shuffle & Jazz/Chasse section & the easy shuffle sequence into the Monterey/Press/Twist ending – Great dance to a great track – Everyone doing Without Fire just now & that’s surely heading for No.1 – If you like that try this one too.
Holler Oh Babe (Frank Trace)
Lily Wilde (Oh Babe)
32/4 Beginner
Music 9 Dance 9
It’s been a great month – And part of that it was an honour to have Frank with us for a week after the Awards for our fun Mardi-Gras South Shields day the following Saturday – Frank taught us this fun easy swing dance with the Andrews Sisters Boogie Walk finish – Beginners really enjoyed this one ........ Another one I’ve still to do in class is Everything Cha, a lovely smooth cha to a cool lesser known Elvis track ‘A House That Has Everything’ – Check this one out too.
Better & Better (Frank Trace)
Kylie Minogue (Better Than Today)
24/4 Beginner
Music 9 Dance 9
This is a cool easy pop one that Frank taught at the Awards too – Not too fast – Nice Hip Walk start & Shuffle/Heel/Hitch finish – Great catchy Kylie track – One easy restart facing the front keeps it phrased well – Really good beginner teach – Shaz, Dee & I are really looking forward to working with Frank again at Janet’s Desert Dance in Phoenix in June ( 
Have You Ever Seen The Rain (Dee Musk)
Rod Stewart (Have You Ever Seen The Rain)
32/4 Improver/Easy-Intermediate
Music 10 Dance 10
Another really nice easy smooth cha this one – A big hit for Dee me thinks this one could be – And an awesome sing-a-long Rod Stewart track  - A big hit at South Shields – A ‘Blue Night Cha’ sort of dance that the Beginners can tackle & the Intermediates are enjoying too – Dee taught a really great country one too - A west coast to The Zac Brown Band’s Keep Me In Mind – I’ll be doing that one next month too – But had to do Rod Stewart first – Reminded me of my teenage years in the bars of Lloret de Mar (When I even had a Rod Stewart style hair cut !!!! () – Those were the days – Young, single & hair ............. The Wanderer with Quo reminds me of the same lol (
Love Letter Waltz (Frank Trace)
Bonnie Raitt & Elton John (Love Letters)
48/4 Improver/Easy-Intermediate
Music 10 Dance 10
This one’s been out a little while – I saw it danced for the first time though at the Awards at the Friday Beginner night & with Frank at Jean’s Fancy Feet club where Frank did an afternoon workshop – It looked lovely & it’s a great track, especially for Elton fans – They had been dancing it a while & Jean complemented that it could be the next ‘Waltz Across Texas’ & it surely could – It was another hit for Frank at South Shields & with my beginners too on a Tuesday night – It reminds me of Wonderland Waltz which we still love doing too (
Stuck (Kate Sala)
Caro Emerald (Stuck)
64/4 Intermediate
Music 9 Dance 10
Another great dance from the Awards – I’d already done a few of the dances beforehand & this one was my top new teach from the weekend – Both classes really enjoying it – A really catch Charleston style beat – Love the Touch/Touch/Kick-Rock/Rock/Flick sequence – Classic Kate ( Really cool dance – Diddy Dave & I are looking forward to our Carlisle weekend coming up in April with Kate (& Shaz) – And she’s our Scarborough guest choreographer too next February (
Play It Cool (Shaz Walton)
The Overtones (Say What I Feel)
32/4 Improver/Easy-Intermediate
Music 9 Dance 9
This was Shaz’s dance for our ‘Big Easy’ day with Frank & Dee – A neat easy cha to a great Overtones track – And no surprise from Shaz a really cool one in keeping with its name & the oh so cool track ( A good mix of traditional with funky/modern pitched well to slot into that range where beginners can give it a go & Intermediates can enjoy it too ...... We’ll be back to party & dance with Shaz & Dee – Craig & Andrew too – And our annual Mundesley weekend at the end of March – That’s a great venue at Mundesley Holiday Village over in Norfolk – Looking forward to the ‘Sea Cruise’ theme lol !!! (
Da Dance (Craig Bennett)
JLS (Teach Me How To Dance)
64/2 Intermediate/Advanced
Music 9 Dance 9
An On The Edge/Wet sort of dance from Craig – A huge hit with both classes & one of the top teaches at the Awards (Although there were lots of great dances taught there this year () – Mainstream pop with a few cool funky bits, like the Heel-Twist start & the Kick-Ball-Touches – And I especially like the Out/Out/In/In sequence into the Turn/Sweep/Sit move – Craig will be teaching this one in Orlando with us – Plus a couple of new ones two ( ............. Craig’s Maggie G’s guest choreographer soon after that in Southport – And Craig & I are looking forward to working with Daniel Trepat & Rep at our Newcastle Just Dance weekend at the end of June (
Flying Without Wings (Peter & Alison)
Westlife (Flying Without Wings)
32/4 Intermediate
Music 9 Dance 9
Nightclubs rule just now & this is another lovely smooth one – A great follow-up to Tomorrow for Peter & Alison – The classic track is a big hook, but the steps are cool too  – Seen this one catching on widely & another Top 10 hit me thinks, along with Ria’s Language Of The Heart & Rachael’s Had A Bad Day which are both on the up too – They all have great flowing/classic nightclub moves – All very different in their own way ( Done this one with the Wednesday class who were at Scarborough, but the Tuesday gang have asked to do it too, so that’s top of the list for them.
Creepin’ Up On You (Peter & Alison)
Darren Hayes (Creepin’ Up On You)
48/4 Intermediate
Music 9 Dance 9
This is a cracking beaty pop cha track – It was used around 10 years ago for a few dances, but none that lasted, so great to see the track make a come-back & the dance fits so well, especially the “creepin’ up on you” bit where you do some ‘creepin’ pressy walks – Cool !! ( The tracks a bit long so you do need to fade it out – Peter & Alison did us proud at our Scarborough weekend – A big thanks to them for that – Looking forward to working with them again at the Southport Maggie G Experience in February next year – At Eurodance too of course before that with most of the choreographers mentioned above & more (
