Reviews – April 2011
Big Dave – North East UK
Awesome Linedancing

My Dance of the Month 
Newline : Talkin’ To The Moon
Mainstream : Same Old Something
Important Note : The scores below  are my own assessment – They take into account class feedback/reaction – But ultimately they are my own view – To see the class scores check out my Dances Taught pages & see a rating out of 5 from the dancers themselves – We agree most times – But not always !!
Beyond Your Eyes (Peter & Alison)
Jessica Matrinsson (Beyond Your Eyes)

32/4 Improver/Easy Intermediate
Music 8 Dance 8

Nice easy & smooth pop/latin cha/mambo – If you like Wrong Side Of The Road check this one out too – Really cool syncopation – Mix of classic steps to a cool track “just a nice track to dance too”.
Prince Charming (Kate & Rob)
Edei (In My Bed)

64/4 Intermediate
Music 9 Dance 9

Has the feel of a Top 10 dance about it this one – Kate taught it at Southport – And Rob taught it as Carlisle – A big hit at both – And great feedback at both of my classes – A cool pop two-step – Like the Chase ½ / Chase Full sequence into the back/ball/cross ..... And a neat turning ending – Really catchy track too (
Flavour Of The Month (Peter & Alison)
Raul Malo (Superstar)

36/4 Beginner/Improver
Music 9 Dance 8

More Improver than Beginner – A really catchy track & a great tester for the Improver gang – I especially like the Side/Rock/Vine sequence which different & cool - And the really tester for the Improvers – They managed it & loved the dance/track – It is a 36 count phrasing which works throughout – A country two-step.
Good Girl (Craig Bennett)
Alexis Jordan (Good Girl)

64/2 Intermediate
Music 9 Dance 9
A hit teach for Craig at Carlisle & Mundesley with us – And another well received by both my classes – A modern Intermediate pop dance – A fast cha that flows really well – With the bonus of no tags/restarts !! ( Much like Playing With Fire, although not such a powerful/hit track.
Hurts Instead (Dan McInerney)
Adele (Someone Like You)

32/2 Advanced
Music 10 Dance 10
A classic nightclub – In the same league as ‘Feel’ although a touch harder – A lovely smooth hit track to dance too & I know so many Newliners who are loving this one – A hit teach for Dan back at Derby Sunday-Out & Danish Newline – And many had a go with Dan in Orlando too although it was not on the schedule there – Our Wednesday late-birds loved it – As did I – Packed with cool, different & challenging moves as ever Dan’s dances are (
Same Old Something (Kate Sala)
Alan Jackson (Every Now & Then)

32/4 Improver ..... More like Easy-Intermediate
Music 10 (It’s AJ !!! () Dance 8
Another hit teach for Kate at Southport – One that caught my eye because I’m a No.1 Alan Jackson fan & this is an awesome nightclub track – Love it – And it’s a nice easy yet still neat dance too – So a cross between Where We’ve Been & She Believes ............. Just a nice no frills cool dance to awesome country – And fortunately for me both my classes are happy with this one too !!!! ( ..... It’s closer to Intermediate than to Improver though !!! ... And only 8 for the dance because maybe I’d personally have preferred something just a touch harder – But I’m still enjoying it – And if you’re looking for an easy teach the dance is a 10 !!! (
Gambling Man (Maggie Gallagher)
The Overtones (The Gambling Man)
72/2 Intermediate ..... Easy-Intermediate I’d say
Music 10 Dance 9
A really catchy & nippy two-step track – Really cool hitch/turn move into a neat kick/step/kick/jazz sequence – And a simple but effective strut turn sequence into the ending – An easy tag keeps the phrasing spot on – Really popular teach -  Dance reminds me of Moonlight Kiss ( Whichever dance you pick enjoy the track – We’ll just split the floor 4 ways lol !!! (
Still Got The Blues (Niels Poulsen)
Gary Moore (I Still Got  The Blues)

96/2 Intermediate
Music 10  Dance 10

A sort of ‘Power Track’ waltz – Fast Viennese style – Having just done Dancing In Circles it was not really time for another one, but a well decided exception for a really nice dance – Just like Dancing In Circles in terms of being fast (164bmp) & long (96 counts) but nicely slowed down with sweeps & drags in many places – I especially like the turning basic sequence in the middle (Much line shuffle turns) & the slow kick/Jazz moves (Midnight Waltz style) – A top class waltz to an awesome track.
Talkin’ To The Moon (Joey Warren)
Bruno Mars (Talking To The Moon)

32/4 Higher Intermediate
Music 10  Dance 10

Awesome nightclub track & been looking forward to doing this one since seeing Joey teach it in Faaborg & Orlando – A great dance with really cool moves – Particularly like the fast turn sequence in the middle & the behind/hitch/turn move into the syncopated ending – Really nice & the class loved it ( 

Midnight Swing (Rob Glover)
Renee Olstead (Midnight Man)

64/2 Advanced .... Not that hard - Higher Intermediate maybe – It’s just fast
Music 9  Dance 9

Took a shine to the video of this one out of Boston – Really cool fast East Coast Swing – Classic swing kick moves – Great track for dancing & a really neat dance does it justice – Well done Rob ( 
On The Floor (Shaz Walton)
Jennifer Lopez (On The Floor)

72/2 Improver/Intermediate .... It’s Easy-Intermediate
Music 9  Dance 8

With Kate’s Party Freak going so well I pondered about doing this one with the same class – But love the more funky version of the song & it does have a completely different feel – And a nice easy attitude dance that works the beat really well (Neat & easy phrasing too on the first 3 walls) – Fun stomps & hips - The class really enjoyed – I guess many will just do either Kate or Shaz’s – But you can do both – Trust me !!! (
Party Rockin (Shaz Walton)
LMFAO (Party Rock Anthem)

64/2 Higher Intermediate 
Music 9  Dance 9

A great funky/pop follow-up to Dirty Bit, really well received at our Harrogate Sunday-Out & by the class afterwards too – A mix of classic & modern/funky steps – Love doing the Applejacks (Well trying to do them) but anything goes over those 4 counts !! ( – And then later the cool Step/Pump/Arm steps – Great dance track – Let’s rock through the summer (
Wanna Play (Kirsten Matthiessen & Jannie Tofe Anderson)
Pitbull (Hey Baby)

64/4 Intermediate
Music 10  Dance 10
As with Shaz’s Party Rockin’ a great funky/pop cha cha well received at Harrogate – Really enjoyed teaching this one – It feels real good to the track – Flows great – Cool Heel/Cross/Drag/Cross/Kick sequence, a neat Roll/Sit/Jazz move & just love the Knee Pop/Drag into hips & switches ending – Big hit with the Wednesday class – And me ( Danish Newliner choreographers – You Rock !! (
California King (Debbie McLaughlin)
Rihanna (California King Bed)

Phrased/4 Higher Intermediate
Music 10  Dance 10
Been some awesome Nightclubs just lately – With just one ‘late-bird’ class to do the Newline ones with it’s hard to keep up & difficult to choose sometimes – This was an awesome teach back at Derby Newline & at Cowboys, Orlando – One of three top class nightclubs we’ve done recently along with Joey’s Talkin’ To The Moon & Dan’s Hurts Instead – The only difficulty was the order to teach them in !! – Just awesome that Debbie, Dan & Joey will be back at Orlando in March 2012 (  Love the Lunge/spin start with this one – And the easy yet ever so cool Part B phrasing – Awesome track & dance – Intermediates don’t be put off – It’s not that hard.
Something In The Water (Niels Poulsen)
Brooke Fraser (Something In The Water)

32/4 Beginner ..... Improver maybe
Music 10  Dance 10
Major credit to Niels – He’s a good friend so I’m bias, but I must just commend his ever developing choreographer skills over the years I’ve known him – There are simply just not that many choreographers who can write hit dances across the whole spectrum – Rachael is an obvious model in this respect as we all know – Niels too with hits ranging from the likes of 1234, Only Girl, Still Got The Blues & Marz & Mummies to name just a few current ones – Anyway the point is this is another great example – A really cool & fun/happy feel Polka Beginner/Improver dance to a great catchy track – The beginners really pepped up with this one – Going to do his EC Midnight (East Coast Swing) one soon too.
Life Could Be A Dream (Jessica Guu & Jenny Brown)
The Overtones (Sh-Boom)
32/4 Beginner/Intermediate .... Improver really
Music 10  Dance 10
Just love this track – And a really nice & easy East Coast dance – A ‘feel good’ combination – The Improvers really enjoyed it too – Jazz/Chasse/Rock/Strut/Jump/Shuffle/Coaster – Classic stuff !!! (
Don’t know the choreographers but well done to them – From the States – Highly recommend this one.
Dr. Flame (Kate, Robbie, Viv & Fred)
Dr. Victor (New Flame)

64/4 Intermediate
Music 9  Dance 10
Could not make my mind up about the music with this one, but it was growing on me the more I played it – The steps are a little different & cool – Some really neat moves – And lots of great feedback – So I tried it & the class really enjoyed – For me at least where the combination of track & steps gives a combined effect more than the parts !!! ( .... And well done for a great co-choreography project – You can’t spot the joins lol !! ( I particularly like the walking backwards/Sailor start & the Ball/Cross/Hips into the Scissor/Kickball sequence – I use the word too much I know – But really ‘cool’ ..... A beaty Cha with a West Coast feel to me – Could be either – A smooth & cool Black Coffee, Islands In The Stream or Caught In The Act would work I think !!!! (
How You Burlesque (Jean-Pierre Madge)
Christina Aguilera (Show Me How You Burlesque) 
80/4 Advanced
Music 10  Dance 10

Awesome – We did a great job mastering this tricky, fast but mega cool dance if I do say so myself – It is Advanced – And it really is worth going for it if you like the track – We love it !!! ( The dance is more like a routine – Check out Niels’s video on You Tube (Not one of me fortunately !! ( ) – And as Niels advised me when you teach/learn it do it like a routine – Don’t learn the 80 counts (Which you only dance once in full) – Learn it in the sequence of the dance & just build it up – Worked a treat for us doing it that way – If a fat oldie Geordie lad with a dodgy knee can do it you can too !!!!! ( It’s a swing style dance but think it’s a (funky/pop) two step style track – Well Ribbon Of Highway is a floor-split I think !! ( I’ll not pick out specific steps/moved – Love ‘em all – Refreshingly different – Just check out Niels on You Tube !!
My Motivation (Guyton Mundy)
Enrique Iglesias (Tonight I’m Loving You)
64/2 Intermediate
Music 10 Dance 10

OK I admit these days that I’m out of my league with the extreme Guyton dances – Probably always have been – I’ve never liked ‘arms’ and ‘rolls’ lol – And anyway now I’m in Newcastle & away from Hinckley I also don’t have enough extreme dancers to do them with anyway – I do however have the best crowd of modern open dancers who enjoy a real broad range of dances – And we are lucky that Guyton is on a roll with class intermediate dances we can all do & enjoy – Obviously I’m thinking You’re Amazing – And most recently Perfect – Now this really cool pop cha My Motivation – Big hit – Great track – Lots of cool moves – Love the funky hip press move into the back touches & the side glides into a classic cha style ending – Another awesome dance from the G-man ( ..................................... Positive & angels watching thoughts for Guyton’s dad – Best wishes buddy – Praying for a successful operation 
On The Line (Robbie M. Hickie)
Inna (10 Minutes)

64/4 Intermediate
Music 9  Dance 9

Another cool intermediate pop hit from Robbie – Great dance beat – Big hit with both classes – Particularly like the push out-out/coaster/touch-ball-cross sequence near the beginning, the slides back into a sailor ½ cross – And the kick/chasse/turn sequence in the middle – Flows really well with the track – And no need for a tag or restart is a bonus !! (
